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Railroad Retirement Board § 220.36 

§ 220.29 Work that is considered sub-
stantial gainful activity. 

Work is considered to be substantial 
gainful activity if it— 

(a) Involves doing significant and 
productive physical or mental duties; 
and 

(b) Is done or is intended to be done 
for pay or profit. (See § 220.141 for a de-
tailed explanation of what is substan-
tial gainful activity.) 

§ 220.30 Special period required for 
eligibility of widow(er)s. 

In order to be found disabled for any 
regular employment, a widow(er) must 
have a permanent physical or mental 
impairment which prevented work in 
any regular employment since before 
the end of a specific period as defined 
in part 216 of this chapter. 

Subpart E—Disability Determina-
tions Governed by the Regu-
lations of the Social Security 
Administration 

§ 220.35 Introduction. 

In addition to its authority to decide 
whether a claimant is disabled under 
the Railroad Retirement Act, the 
Board has authority in certain in-
stances to decide whether a claimant is 
disabled as that term is defined in the 
Social Security Act. In making these 
decisions the Board must apply the 
regulations of the Social Security Ad-
ministration in the same manner as 
does the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services in making disability 
decisions under the Social Security 
Act. Regulations of the Social Security 
Administration concerning disability 
are found at part 404, subpart P of this 
title. 

§ 220.36 Period of disability. 

(a) General. In order to receive an an-
nuity based upon a disability, an em-
ployee must be found disabled under 
the Railroad Retirement Act. If an em-
ployee is found disabled under the Rail-
road Retirement Act, the Board will 
determine whether he is disabled under 
the Social Security Act to qualify for a 
period of disability as defined in that 
Act. 

(b) Period of disability—(1) Definition 
and effect. A period of disability is a 
continuous period of time during which 
an employee is disabled as that term is 
defined in § 404.1505 of this title. A pe-
riod of disability established by the 
Board— 

(i) Preserves the disabled employee’s 
earnings record as it is when the period 
begins; 

(ii) Protects the insured status re-
quired for entitlement to social secu-
rity overall minimum; 

(iii) May cause an increase in the 
rate of an employee, spouse, or sur-
vivor annuity; or 

(iv) May permit a disabled employee 
to receive Medicare benefits in addi-
tion to an annuity under the Railroad 
Retirement Act. 

(2) Effect on benefits. The establish-
ment of a period of disability for the 
employee will never cause a denial or 
reduction in benefits under the Rail-
road Retirement Act or Social Security 
Act, but it will always be used to es-
tablish Medicare entitlement before 
age 65. 

(3) Who may establish a period of dis-
ability. The Railroad Retirement Board 
or the Social Security Administration 
may establish a period of disability. 
However, the decision of one agency is 
not binding upon the other agency. 

(4) When the Board may establish a pe-
riod of disability. The Board has inde-
pendent authority to decide whether or 
not to establish a period of disability 
for any employee who was awarded an 
annuity under the Railroad Retirement 
Act, or who— 

(i) Has applied for a disability annu-
ity; and 

(ii) Has at least 10 years of railroad 
service. 

(5) When an employee is entitled to a 
period of disability. An employee is enti-
tled to a period of disability if he or 
she meets the following requirements: 

(i) The employee is disabled under 
the Social Security Act, as described in 
§ 404.1505 of this title. 

(ii) The employee is insured for a pe-
riod of disability under § 404.130 of this 
title based on combined railroad and 
social security earnings. 

(iii) The employee files an applica-
tion as shown in subparagraph (b)(6) of 
this section. 
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